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Abstract: Afghan War veterans in Tajikistan showed remarkably lit-
tle cohesion during the political contention that swept the republic 
between 1990 and 1992. Instead they fragmented along much the same 
political and sub-ethnic lines as the population as a whole. Successful 
state cooptation in earlier years had left a legacy of organizational 
dependence among the afgantsy, who continued to look towards the 
state for organizational support and political legitimation. When 
state backing dried up in the early 1990s, the afgantsy were unable to 
hold ranks but were drawn into the struggles unfolding in the republic. 
Drawing on interviews with Afghan War veterans and other primary 
sources, the article traces the development of state-veteran relations 
in Tajikistan between 1979 and 1992 and argues that state actors were 
indispensable in providing organizational strength, discursive cohe-
sion, and political legitimacy to a group shaped by socio-cultural di-
versity. 
 
“The soldier-internationalists in Tajikistan were and will always be 
on the side of the government and the state.”2 This was declared by 
Sattor Jalilov, chairman of the Dushanbe section of the Committee 

                                                                          
1  The author is a PhD candidate at the Department of International Politics, Ab-

erystwyth University. In 2013 and 2014, he was a Junior Research Fellow at the 
University of Central Asia (UCA) Dushanbe, generously assisted by Sunatullo 
Jonboboev, senior research fellow at the UCA, Dilovar Butabekov, head of UCA 
Khorugh campus, and Bohdan Krawchenko, director general of the UCA. In 
2013 he was also a visiting researcher at the Academy of Sciences of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, where he received implausibly helpful support from Sakina Kari-
mova. The present article is based on research undertaken for his PhD project.  

2  Interview with Sattor Jalilov, 17 July 2013, Dushanbe. 




