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This special issue is aimed at discussing how states and societies
have addressed the consequences of the Soviet-Afghan War (1979
89), not only during the Soviet period but also in the aftermath of
1991.! The primary intention is to analyze the different strategies
used for (re)integrating veterans of an asymmetric war into society
in a radically changing international context, which covers a period
beginning with the break-up of the USSR and ending with current
developments in the successor states, including the ongoing war in
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sians in Afghanistan 1979-98 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 201); Artemy
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drawal from Afghanistan, 1980-1992 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
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4 (2007): 849-88; Gregory Feifer, The Great Gamble: The Soviet War in Afghan-
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Eastern Ukraine.? Beyond a normative concept of successful (re)in-
tegration, contributors address the many contradictions between
the soldiers’ self-perceptions, their post-war experiences, and the
changes faced by the veterans in the new post-war and post-Soviet
social settings.3 Certain specific features of the Soviet-Afghan con-
flict, such as its asymmetric nature, and the unwillingness of Soviet
officials to address the violent character of the Soviet invasion, have
had a long-term impact on the veterans of the war. Furthermore,
this impact has later resurfaced in different ways in the newly
emerging post-Soviet societies.# By bringing together new original
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Veterans into Soviet Everyday Life”, in Everyday Life in Russia Past and Present,
eds. Choi Chatterjee, David L. Ransel, Mary Cavender, and Karen Petrone
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mer USSR, ed. Walter Joyce (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1992), 136-57. In this con-
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tise of the contributors to this issue.
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